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from the ‘primaeval soup’. However, the continui- 
ty here is due largely to the preponderance of con- 
tributions from the Gottingen and other, 
co-evolved schools of thought. The single ‘out- 
sider’ in this section bears the provocative title 
‘. . .Construction of Coding Sequences is Based 
upon the Principle of Musical Composition’ and 
includes three pages of staff notation; a pity that 
it should be such an eye-catcher, since, on closer 
study, its presence among the erudite papers by 
Miller, Eigen and others makes it embarrassing 
reading. Similar blunders occur in other sections. 
One of the many mouth-watering titles in the sec- 
tion on protein function is ‘The Structural Basis of 
Photosynthetic Light Reactions in Bacteria’. 
However, the text of this article amounts to just 
over half a page, which some may feel does not do 
the topic justice. Another paper deals with the 
crystal structure of a restriction endonuclease com- 
plexed with its substrate: sound science, and good 
reading too, but what has it got to do with evolu- 
tion? The word is not used in the whole paper. 
laid not at the door of the editors or the authors, 
but at the lofty gates of Cambridge University 
Press, whose seal proudly vaunts its royal charter 
of 1534 ‘to print all manner (sic) of books’. It is 
obviously right to publish the proceedings of a 
conference, qua conference proceedings, if general 
interest and market forces justify this. But it is a 
different matter to type-set hem on glossy paper in 
Beano-annual format, give them a catchy title and 
call the resulting pot-pourri a book. This is not to 
belittle the individual contributions in themselves. 
But for f40 I expect more than an unrefereed once- 
off journal, even if the papers and reviews it con- 
tains are as impeccable as their authors’ 
credentials. 
After the above was written, I heard that Cam- 
bridge University Press had been bound by con- 
tract to the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences to 
publish the proceedings verbatim. If this is true, so 
much the worse for CUP. You make your bed and 
lie on it. 
The blame for this chaotic presentation must be Paul Woolley 
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Hardly a month seems to pass without the 
publishing of a manual on techniques in molecular 
biology. On reflection, this is a measure of the rate 
at which ideas and approaches in this field are 
changing and the rapid increase in the size of the 
market for such texts. In the past the measure of 
success of a new contribution to this area was how 
it compared to the Maniatis manual on gene clon- 
ing, probably the most popular laboratory text on 
the subject. So how does Current Protocols in 
Molecular Biology stand up to this most rigorous 
of comparisons? In general terms the answer has to 
be favorably and for a range of reasons. Firstly, 
the book is sold as a series of ring-bound protocols 
which can be detached from the folder and used 
conveniently on the bench, so while you are 
following the steps in making a cosmid library 
your friend on the other side of the bench can be 
studying the alternative ways available for making 
RNA. It is a book designed to be used in the lab. 
Secondly, once the manual has been purchased 
quarterly updates are available at a cost of $95 per 
year. This should allow the owner always to have 
the latest advances at hand although whether or 
not this amounts to a good financial investment 
will depend upon how much updating occurs in 
any year. Thirdly, the description of the ex- 
perimental procedures is accompanied by clear 
diagrams where they are needed, useful 
background information about the uses and pit- 
falls of a particular method and a list of references. 
All of these make the manual easy to use. 
219 
Volume 238, number 1 FEBS LETTERS September 1988 
The range of techniques described in Current 
Protocols is broad and many of them will already 
be familiar to most cloning laboratories. For this 
reason I think that this book will find its widest au- 
dience amongst those just starting in this field and 
it fills this role well. Having said that, the real test 
of this manual is yet to come for the experienced 
cloner; will the updates provide protocols which 
have not already reached most laboratories via the 
plethora of technical bulletins arriving every 
month? If they can this book could have a very 
wide market indeed. 
R.K. Dudley 
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This book attempts to tell the story of DNA 
methylation from the discovery, as a minor con- 
taminant, of 5-methylcytosine to its present posi- 
tion close to the heart of the problem of 
differential gene expression. The topic is well 
covered with chapters on the biochemistry of 
methylation and accounts of the occurrence of 
DNA methylation throughout the living world. 
But the central concern is to review the evidence 
for and against a role for DNA methylation in the 
control of gene transcription. In this the authors 
are remarkably even-handed, concluding that the 
situation is seldom as clear-cut as it is made out to 
be. I doubt if, three years later, we should be in- 
clined to disagree with that conclusion. 
Despite the inevitable failures of proof-reading, 
which include a chapter curiously titled ‘Has DNA 
a role in the control of transcription?‘, this is a 
well-produced book. It should provide a valuable 
introduction to any scientist becoming interested in 
the field. 
C.J. Skidmore 
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To date, I have had the task of both reviewing and 
editing symposium volumes. When I wear my 
reviewer’s ‘hat’, I sigh with disbelief as yet another 
overpriced tome comes onto the market. As editor, 
I have been faced with the unenviable duty of 
selecting and compiling representative papers from 
an international meeting. At a time when book 
prices are increasing markedly, when VAT on 
books is potentially imminent, and when monies 
for essentials are sparse, one must ask of a sym- 
posium volume: Are the papers novel? Is the delay 
between presentation and publication acceptable? 
Is the price realistic? Mechanisms of Control of 
Gene Expression passes on the first point but fails, 
I am afraid, on the other two. 
Mechanisms of Control of Gene Expression 
reports a Roche-UCLA Symposium held at Steam- 
boat Springs, Colorado, March 29-April 4, 1987. 
The book was published in March 1988, edited by 
a panel of eminent scientists who herald from the 
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